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EastEr Egg Hunt

 On April 12th Turkeyfoot held its annual spring pictures and 
Easter Egg hunt. Due to the weather and 
damp conditions this year all activities were 
held inside and took place in the library. 
Members of the student council helped out 
with hiding the eggs and assisting each 
grade in the hunt. That day there were also 
spring pictures and each student got the 
chance to get a picture taken either with the 
stuffed pink bunny or on the hay bale. There 

were enough eggs for each student to have seven 
and it was up to the kids to find them. Along with 
the regular eggs there were also four golden eggs 
hidden: two in the primary and two in the interme-
diate. Even though this year's activities looked dif-
ferent from some in the past, all seemed to really 
enjoy themselves. It was an exciting way to bring 
the short week to a close and head off to spring 
break.  

 PUMPKIN CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIES 

Dry ingridients:
2 cups flour- 1 tsp. baking soda- 1 tsp baking powder 

1 tsp. cinniamon- 1/2 tsp.salt 

Stir Together:
1 cup sugar- 1/2 cup shortening- 1 cup canned Pumpkin 

ADD DRY INGRIDIENTS

Stir in 1 bag of semi-sweet choclate chips. 
Stir untill well combined 

Bake at 375 for 8- 10 minutes on ungreesed sheets 



turkEyfoot BasEBall & softBall nEws
By: Luke Bowers

Softball: Turkeyfoot 1 - Hancock 22
The Lady Rams suffered their third loss of the season on 4/13 as they fell to Hancock 22-1 in a three inning, non conference home matchup. Brooke Snyder and Payj 
Hosteler led Turkeyfoot in the circle, while Hostetler drove in Avery Stimmel who scored the lone run for the Lady Rams. 

Softball: Turkeyfoot 5 - Shanksville 23
The Turkeyfoot softball team was defeated by the Shanksville Lady Vikings in a highly contested, conference softball game on 4/12. Payj Hostetler, Brooke Snyder, 
and Maleghia Younkin combined to pitch the full seven innings. Maleghia Younkin smashed a moon shot late in the game, as she launched her first high school career 
homerun. 

Softball: Turkeyfoot 1 - Meyersdale 16
On 4/4 the Turkeyfoot Lady Rams lost to a very talented Meyersdale softball team. After plating a run early on in the game Turkeyfoot struggled to find much offen-
sive power. Meanwhile, Meyerdale used quality at bats and was able to find the power alleys to surge to a 16-1 victory. 

Baseball: Turkeyfoot 1 - Mapletown 8
The Turkeyfoot baseball team took their second loss of the year as they dropped their home opener on 4/11 to the Mapletown Maples. Early on in the game it was an 
offensive struggle for both teams, but after a five run fifth inning, Mapletown would cruise to the victory. Zack Ryan took the loss on the mound after throwing three 
strong innings. Kameron Kemp, Bryce Nicholson, and Bryce Schmidt would throw in relief to close out the remaining four innings. The Rams would only be able to 
produce one hit after a line drive single by Luke Bowers. Zack Ryan would manufacture a walk in the later frames of the game, and would eventually score off of a 
Mapletown error. 

Baseball: Turkeyfoot 2 - Meyersdale 12
The Rams would fall in their first game of the season while on the road in Meyersdale. Kameron Kemp, Zack Ryan, and Bryce Nicholson all combined for productive 
days at the plate, to guide the Rams offense to score two runs. Meanwhile on the rubber, Kemp would pitch 2.1 innings allowing 6 earned runs and retiring five Red 
Raider batters. Bryce Schmidt, Luke Bowers, Ryan, and Nicholson would go on to pitch in the game to complete the remaining three innings. 

     DonkEy BaskEtBall
        By: Maleigha Younkin

 Donkey basketball this year was run by the advisors of Turkey-
foot’s National Honor Society, Mr. Phillian and Mrs. Shultz. This was 
their very first time seeing anything like this, and running it. Donkey 
Basketball hasn’t taken place the last few years due to Covid, and we are 
so excited that its return was a success! There was a great turnout with the 
bleachers nearly packed. The concession stand, 50/50 tickets sold by the 
Prom Committee, and the cake raffle were all great fundraisers. The game 
was juniors versus seniors. During halftime the donkeys went outside for 
a little break, and when they came back in kids twelve and under got to 
ride the donkeys around the gym. The NHS students helped out with the 
donkey rides, and the elementary students had a great time! After the kids 
finished riding the donkeys, the game continued. The juniors ended up 
beating the seniors. It was a very competitive game with both teams do-
ing a great job. Overall there was a great turnout for the return of Donkey 
Basketball, and we cannot wait for next year!   



HigH scHool spotligHt 
By: Luke Bowers

 Chris Kozlowski is this month’s high school spotlight. Chris is a junior 
here at Turkeyfoot and has been having a fantastic junior year so far. Chris’s 
favorite class in school is scenic class with Miss Kinnick. He said that his 
favorite part about school is being able to have gym class with his favorite 
teacher, Mr. Kretchman. Chris plays on the varsity basketball and baseball 
teams. Chris’s favorite sport is basketball, as he is an avid fan of the Los 
Angeles Lakers. In his free time, the junior enjoys playing video games and 
practicing basketball. Chris’s favorite food to eat is seafood alfredo. When 
asked what animal he would choose to be, Chris picked a gorilla because he 
said they are strong, big, and they are the “best 
looking” animal. After high school, Chris plans 
on attending Penn Highlands Community Col-
lege to earn a degree and to play college bas-
ketball. One of Chris’s favorite quotes in life 
is by Kris Sines who once asked Chris, “Why 
layup when you can dunk?” A huge congratula-
tions to Chris on being chosen as this month’s 
student spotlight, as we hope he has a great 
baseball season and great finish to his junior 
year! 

tEacHEr spotligHt
By: Maleigha Younkin

 Mrs. Rugg is Turkeyfoot’s STEM teach-
er who has been with us for nine years now. Mrs. 
Rugg attended Penn state for her undergrad degree. 
She got her masters degree at CALU. Despite her 
current career, Mrs. Rugg originally wanted to be 
a veterinarian. She grew up on a farm and helped 
take care of the animals there. She took a child care 
class in high school which made her change her 
mind about being a veterinarian, and while she was 
attending college she worked at a daycare. She was 
also inspired to become a teacher because of all the 
good elementary teachers she had at Uniontown. 
They made her want to teach elementary students. 
If she could have any other job she would go back 
to her first career choice and be a veterinarian. She 
would just not enjoy going back to taking classes for so many years. Her favor-
ite memory from her time here at Turkeyfoot was when she was allowed to start 
the STEM program on the intermediate side, which has now given her so many 
memories. Her favorite class that she teaches is her design class. In the future 
she is looking forward to expanding her STEM program even more and offering 
other classes. If she could go anywhere in the world, she would go to her great 
grandfather's home country Italy. Her favorite season of the year is late Spring 
because it's done being rainy and it’s starting to get warm. Her favorite holiday 
is Thanksgiving because you get to spend time with family and you don't have to 
think about gifts or related issues. Thank you Mrs. Rugg for all you do!

tEacHEr spotligHt
By: Emily Conn

 Mrs. Short has been working here at Turkeyfoot for two and a half years. 
She handles learning support for grades seven through twelve and gives addition-
al academic help to whoever needs it. Mrs. Short got her teaching degree from 
Frostburg University. Her immediate family includes: her husband Daniel, their 
daughter Olivia, and their bloodhound Stella. Outside of school Mrs. Short and 
her husband are very involved in the Salisbury Fire Department, when she’s not 
busy being a mom. She loves true crime, so her favorite celebrity is Keith Mor-
rison, a corresponder for Dateline. Mrs. Short listens to true crime podcasts reg-
ularly. Her favorite holiday is Easter, Mrs. Short loves springtime and the warm 
weather with longer days. It also 
helps that we are closer to the end 
of the year and have Easter break. 
Mrs. Short’s favorite kind of food is 
Mexican, and her favorite restaurant 
is Reyazteca in Somerset. If you see 
Mrs. Short please thank her for ev-
erything she does for us!

toM BraDy rEturns!!!
By: Kearstin Younkin

 After deciding to retire in February after a historic twenty two seasons in 
the NFL, Tom Brady has announced his return to the league. It seems as though 
the quarterback wasn’t quite ready to hang the helmet up just yet. Many fans 
wonder if the stay at home dad life was not for Tom and his place was still on the 
field. After playing as New England's franchise quarterback for nineteen seasons 
he signed with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. After leading the team to a Super-
bowl victory many believed the future was looking bright for the franchise. Last 
season however Tampa was eliminated in the playoffs by the Los Angeles Rams 
thus putting an end to the chance of back to back appearances for the Bucca-
neers. Ideally all quarterbacks would like to retire after a Superbowl win, but this 
is something Tom Brady seems to require. Even though Brady has seven Super-

bowl wins under his belt he is determined 
to get one more and end his career taking 
home one final Lombardi trophy. His 
retirement was very controversial as some 
thought that he was still very much able 
to compete at a professional level. Some 
also believed that his wife Gisele Bund-
chen was the reason Tom decided to retire. 
The model took to Twitter and put an end 
to the rumors and expressed her support 
for Tom by saying “There is nothing you 
can’t achieve. I have always been here for 
you, you know that, and I’m as excited as 
you are for what the future holds!” Each 
year Tom has a long conversion with his 
family on whether he will play the next 

season. This season it seemed as though the future Hall of Famer would be call-
ing it quits, as we saw that is not going to happen at least for this year that is. 
Depending on what that future does hold for the star one thing is for sure Tom 
Brady is not done yet. 



suBstitutE tEacHEr spotligHt 
By: Kearstin Younkin

 This month I had the privilege of interviewing one of Turkeyfoots new addi-
tions, Alexander  Schrock. Mr. Schrock is currently a substitute and is filling in for Dr. 
Zimmerman while she is on maternity leave. After graduating from Somerset High-
school in 2009, he attended The University Of Pittsburgh where he earned his Bach-
elor’s degree. While at Pitt Schrock majored in European History. He then moved to 
Maryland where he would be employed as a State Trooper for the next 8 years. He en-
joyed the job as it brought a lot of different perspectives to his life, and taught him that 
everyone has a story. Schrock really was interested in a career that would enable him 
to positively impact people’s lives, so he turned to teaching. Before joining the Turkey-
foot family he substituted at Somerset highschool along with Maryland highschools. 
Mr. Schrock really appreciates the friendly atmosphere here at Turkeyfoot and the 
smaller class sizes that allow each student to have a personalized learning experience. 
He also pointed out how as a teacher it’s very important to know your students and 
to be able to understand and provide for them the best resources, and how that ability 
varies from school to school depending on the size. Mr. Schrock finds inspiration from 
Russian Novelist  Fydor Dostovescy, who was known for his theories on human incli-
nations and the effect of that on people. Schrock throughout his life and experiences 
has come to the understanding that as humans the easiest reaction to a problematic 
situation, as he has seen, is anger, irritability and oftentimes aggression. But he be-
lieves the only right way to respond is with kindness, love, and compassion. This is the 
only correct answer and the only way we as people can show our humanity, care and 
dignity. Mr. Schrock’s favorite quote is “Everything human is non alien to me, “ from 
Titus Statilius Taurus. He believes that despite all good and all bad it’s very vital to 
look at ourselves and understand what we’re capable of. Humans are capable of despi-
cable unfathomable things that can be prevented if there is an understanding of those 
in correspondence with good and with bad. Only then can you have a nation or rather 
a world full of respectable compassionate citizens. to know about his life and what led 
him to Turkeyfoot. 

 Mr. Schrock loves studying and learning from history and how the 
world as we know it came to be. He especially enjoys reading about the mid 
1900s, the era of growth and renovation. To him it’s very interesting to see 
how things have drastically changed in the last hundred years. Aside from 
reading about the past, Mr. Schrock enjoys outdoor activities such as camp-
ing, hiking, swimming and running. Along with his favorite hobbies which 
is riding his motorcycle and reading Russian Literature. If he could have any 
career in the world Mr. Schrock would love to live the life of Indiana Jones, 
that of a: history professor, explorer, treasure hunter, and adventure seeker. 
On April 25th he tendered his regisnation to move onto a new opportunity. 
We wish him all the best!

Mr. sHrock continutED
sEnior spotligHt
By: Maleigha Younkin

 Kaitlyn Vogel is a senior here at Turkeyfoot. Kaitlyn 
currently goes to the Vo-Tech center in Somerset for den-
tal assisting. After graduation Kaitlyn plans on getting a 
career working in the dental field, but in the future Kait-
lyn dreams of being a stay at home mom. Her favorite 
subject in school is English because Ms. Nieves is the 
teacher. When Kaitlyn graduates, one thing she's going 
to miss is seeing all of her teachers. Her favorite memory 
from Turkeyfoot is meeting Yok. If you didn't know her, 
Yok was a foreign exchange student here at Turkeyfoot 
in 2019. Kaitlyn’s favorite sport is softball, and she really 
enjoys playing. Her hobbies are playing softball, hanging 
out with friends, and going on walks. Her favorite season 
of the year is summer because she likes the warm weather 
and she loves swimming. Kaitlyn looks up to her mom. 
She looks up to her mom because she is strong and a good person. If she could 
go anywhere she would go to the Bahamas for the ocean. Her favorite quote is, “ 
Everything happens for a reason.” If you see Kaitlyn congratulate her for being a 
spotlight!

tHE aDDaMs faMily (2019)
By: Emily Conn

 The 2019 animated movie adaptation of The Addams Family is by far 
the best movie I’ve watched this year. Gomez Addams (Oscar Isaac) and 
his wife Mortica Addams (Charlize Theron) reside in an abandoned insane 
asylum in New Jersey with their two children: Wednesday Addams (Chloë 
Grace Moretz) and Pugsley Addams (Finn Wolfhard). They are again repre-
sented as a power couple doing their best to raise their children. The Addams 
have two predicaments to handle, Pugsley’s upcoming Mazurka, and the 
“strange” new town being built by Margaux Needler near the Addams’ haunt-
ed home. A Mazurka is an Addams tradition all males go through to enter 
manhood. While Gomez is trying to prepare Pugsley for the event, Wednes-
day finds herself intrigued by the new town and the world outside her home. 
When Marg discovers the Addams family and their creepy home so close to 
her perfect town of “Assimilation” she becomes determined to get rid of the 
family. The Addams are of course nothing less than polite as they are joined 
by their family members, including the famous Uncle Fester (Nick Kroll), 
and try to introduce themselves to the community. The Addams fight through 
the plot as Wednesday makes friends 
and Pugsley tries to figure out who he 
is going to become. Morticia is nothing 
short of an amazing woman per usual, 
and the producers did not fail to capture 
that in this reboot. The Addams Family is 
available for streaming on Prime Video, 
Vudu Movie & TV Store, Apple TV, and 
through Redbox. I highly recommend this 
movie for a fun family night with lots of 
laughs. 



sHakE sHack
By: Luke Bowers

 Have you heard of the up and rising fast food chain, Shake Shack? Well 
there's a great chance you will hear the name in the near future, as the fast food 
chain is the fastest-growing quick-service burger and milkshake restaurant chain 
in the country. The company prides themself in selling their “world-renowned” 
all beef hamburgers, chicken sandwiches, crinkle cut fries, and of course their 
wide variety of milkshakes. Shake Shack originally opened as a hot dog cart in 
Madison Square Garden Park in 2001. Throughout the previous fifteen years the 
company has gradually grown and has opened new stores across the country and 
world. Currently the franchise owns and operates 317 locations with 264 loca-
tions in the US, fifty two locations in Asia, and fifty one stores in Europe. Over 
the past two year the company has doubled in growth each year and is on pace 
to top that number this year with the increase of new locations. With the rise in 
number many are calling it the future competition of fast food kings like McDon-
alds, Burger King, and Wendy’s. So make sure you keep up with Shake Shack 

and the company’s 
franchise progession, as 
someday it may be one 
of the most popular fast 
food chains in the world. 

worDlE
By: Kearstin Younkin

 WORDLE, the game that has caught the world's attention, is this month's 
game review. WORDLE was created by none other than Josh Wardle. Wardle 
released the game back in October of 2021. So what is the game that people 
can’t stop talking about? WORDLE is a simple yet challenging free online 
word game. Players are given six chances to guess the five letter word. After 
each of your attempts the game marks your guess. The letters that are in the 
correct word and in the correct place will appear green. The letters that are in 
the word however are not in the correct place will show up yellow, and the 
words that you guessed but are not in the word at all will appear gray. As with 
many word games, you then use these hints to determine the target word. One 
WORDLE is released every day and the word is the same for everyone around 
the world. Unlike most games 
of today, WORDLE has no ads 
and does not allow any level 
up options, putting every user 
at an even playing field. Play-
ers will often create their own 
“cheats” using starting words 
that contain various vowels. 
This helps not only with elim-
inating letters but also narrow-
ing your search for the target 
word.  

sEnior spotligHt
By: Emily Conn

 Morgan Griffith is one of Turkeyfoot’s beloved 2022 seniors. Her birth-
day is June 29th, 2004 and she is 17 years old. After graduating Morgan plans 
on pursuing her passion for the environment at California University of Penn-
sylvania . She will be going to obtain her bachelor’s degree in plant biology. 
She has always been fascinated by science and she feels studying plant biology 
will create potential for her to help the environment. Her favorite class here is 
therefore botany with Miss Kininck. Morgan is a part of: NHS, Student Coun-
cil, Yearbook, Prom Committee, Chess Club, STEAM Club, The Confluence 
Historical Society, and was a contestant in the Maple Festival Pageant. The 
Maple Fest Pageant includes girls from across Somerset County competing 
to become a Maple Fest Princess, then trying to become the queen. After sur-
viving preliminaries the girls are judged on their promenadont, talent, and an 

interview. The top five girls from the initial 
pageant will continue to be questioned on 
stage, and from there the Maple Fest Queen 
will be determined. Outside of school Morgan 
enjoys spending time with friends, garden-
ing, and playing video games when she is not 
working or rehearsing for Maple Fest. She 
has a cat named Sir Winifred, and her favor-
ite TV show is The Office for its satire and 
because it always puts her in a good mood. 
Morgan loves Halloween since she gets free 
candy and is given an excuse to dress up and 
scare people. Be sure to congratulate Morgan 
for her role in Maple Fest and being chosen 
as a senior spotlight!

survEy
By: Maleigha Younkin

 “The Gobbler” staff took a survey of our teachers about their summer plans. 
There were eighteen total participants from the high school staff. The first question 
was, “Where would you rather spend your summer?” The options to choose from 
were camping or at the beach. At the beach won with twelve votes, while camp-
ing only had six votes. Another question was, “ Do you have a summer job?” The 
outcome was ten people said yes and eight people said no. The next question was, 
“ Where would you rather vacation?” The options were the Bahamas or Bora Bora. 
The Bahamas beat Bora Bora by ten votes. We asked many other questions includ-
ing where teachers would prefer staying on vacation and what they would do on a 
bright, sunny day. Below is a pie chart showing the results to our favorite survey 
question.



autHor & artist - Don tatE
By: Kearstin Younkin

 On April 1st Turkeyfoot was happy to welcome a new visitor, Don Tate, 
who is an award winning Author and Illustrator of various critically acclaimed 
books for children. Don is also one of the hosts of the blog The Brown Bookshelf 
which is a blog designed to raise awareness of the many African American voices 
who are writing for young readers. The blog features book reviews along with 
author and illustrator interviews. Don often visits schools and libraries around 
the country as well as writing conferences and numerous book festivals. Don 
has illustrated popular books such as Roto and Roy, Pigskins To Paintbrushes, 
and' No Small Potatoes. While at Turkeyfoot he showcased some of these unique 
designs, and then showed everyone the process he goes through when illustrating 
a new book. Fourth, fifth and sixth grade were all in attendance as Don told them 
about his life and the journey to becoming an author and illustrator. They also 
had the privilege of seeing the various electronic tools Don uses when drawing 
and creating the numerous characters. Don finished up the visit by having some 
of the students draw random lines on a white page where he would then proceed 
to construct a unique and impressive creation. He also chose multiple students 
to draw, and showed the audience how he chooses characteristics that stand out 
when he designs his characters. Those 
students were happy as they were then 
given a signed self portrait. All were 
very happy that Don was able to visit 
with us and share with us some of his 
talents and unique creations and we 
hope he’ll be able to come again in the 
future!

suBstitutE tEacHEr spotligHt
By: Luke Bowers

 Mrs. Cowles is from Northeastern PA, where she grew up in the town of 
Factoryville, just north of Scranton. She graduated high school from Lackawanna 
Trail Junior-Senior High School. After graduating she would go on to continue her 
education at IUP. During her junior year at IUP she took part in a national student 
exchange and attended California Polytechnic State University - San Luis Obispo. 
While attending college in California, Mrs. Cowles spent a season as a raft guide 
in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada Mountains. After graduating IUP with a bach-
elor's degree in studio art, with a concentration in seriminacs to become an artist, 
she would move to the state of West Virginia and call Morgantown home for the 
next four years. While in Morgantown she pursued her master's degree in fine art, 
with a concentration in serminacsat at WVU. In her first semester at WVU she 
traveled to China and lived there for three months. During her time at both IUP and 
WVU she worked as a raft guide at Ohiopyle and lived in Vermont in the offsea-
son. While working as a raft guide in Ohiopyle she met her husband who was also 
working as a raft guide. They then moved and lived together in Moscow, Idaho for 
the next six years while her husband pursued his PhD at the University of Idaho. 
While in Idaho they started their family and now have two daughters. After spend-
ing six years in Idaho Mrs. Cowles moved back to Morgantown with her family, 
where they resided for the next three years until 2019. While living in Morgan-
town, Mrs. Cowles started her teaching career by substituting for Mon. County 
School Districts. She was a substitute for the county for four years. They then final-

ly call Confluence home as her husband took over a raft 
manufacturing business, Airtight Inflatables, and move 
the business from Ohiopyle to Confluence. Mrs. Cowles 
really enjoys the town of Confluence and all the outdoor 
availability that the area provides. She enjoys subbing 
here at the ‘Foot and the small school feel. Outside of 
school she spends her time outside by going on hikes, 
biking, and rafting. Next time you see Mrs. Cowles sub 
for one of your classes: say hello, ask her about all of 
her traveling experience, and learn some tips on how to 
raft on the many local waterways around the area.

april fools Day
By: Kearstin Younkin

 This year’s April fools day was no doubt exciting, and for some a little nerve 
wracking. April 1st as most know has a reputation for a day full of practical jokes 

and unexpected surprises. The exact origins remain a mys-
tery however it has been claimed by many historians that 
the day dates back to 1582 when France switched from the 
Julian calendar to the common one of the day, The Gre-
gorian Calendar. Many people were slow to hear the news 
of the switch and they therefore failed to recognize the 
start of the new year was now January 1st. They continued 
to celebrate it during the last week of March through the 
1st of April. April 1st then became the day for pranks and 
varius hoaxes. One popular tradition that spread through-
out Scotland was Tallie Day which consisted of people 
pinning fake tails and “kick me” signs on others. Another 

common was Poisson D’avril translated (April Fish) these pranks included having 
fish made up of paper thrown at somebody’s back this was done to symbolize a 
young easily gullible person being “hooked.” Even though there wasn’t paper fish 
in particular being thrown around Turkeyfoot’s halls the day was filled with jokes, 
pranks, glitter bombs, snakes and lots of laughter! To start the day off varius 9th 
graders showed up dressed as the teacher of their choice. Some of those included 
Luke Bowers as Mr.Phillian, Makiah Shartiger as Mrs.Smith, Maleigha Younkin 
as Ms.Nieves and me (Kearstin Younkin)  as Mrs.Shultz. Many who have had the 
honor of having Mr. Phillian as a teacher knows not only how much he loves math, 
but also how much he despises glitter. He was well aware of that common knowl-
edge and the date of that day so he made sure to bring in his vacuum just in case. 
That was probably the smartest decision of the day as he had to use it twice. Early 
on he was greeted by Emily Conn and a cloud of confetti, later in the day during 
lunch some of the 9th grade girls left him a nice “sparkly” message outside his 
door. There was also an assortment of plastic realistic rubber animals  that were 
hidden in various places around the school by Emily. Mrs.Shultz and Mr. Phillian 
were targeted in particular and upon finding these creatures there were, shall we 
say, shrieks of fear. All in all the day was a success and I look forward to seeing 
what April 1st 2023 will bring.

ElEMEntary spotligHt
By: Kearstin Younkin

 This month’s spotlight is Xander Johnston! 
Xander is eleven years old and is in 5th grade. He is 
probably the busiest 5th grader I know. When he is 
not here at school or working on his homework, he 
is usually playing some type of sport. Xander plays 
football and baseball for Meyersdale and most re-
cently he competed in a state wrestling tournament, 
where he placed 8th overall. After that competition 
in Erie, he was then sent to Pittsburgh to compete. 
Xander played football at the beginning of this year 
and will be closing the year out with baseball. Be-
cause of his busy schedule Xander does miss some 
school, however he makes it a priority to keep up 
with his grades and stay ahead. At school Xander’s 
favorite subject is math class and he really enjoys 
having Mr.Gary as a teacher. Xander also loves to 
watch sports, that includes cheering the Steelers and 
Dodgers on. He has two dogs, Elbow and Bruno along with two birds. In his free 
time, Xander enjoys Camping and hiking, kayaking , swimming in the summer and 
fishing, as well as riding his dirt bike and 4-wheeler. Xander would like to in the 
future play football and baseball at a professional level, like his idol Bo Jackson. If 
you couldn't already tell, sports is a major part of his life and a big motivator that 
pushes him to stay consistent and dedicated. Xander also plays the trumpet and is 
looking forward to showcasing his skills during the spring concert. His favorite 
foods are chicken alfredo and chocolate ice cream. We enjoyed getting to know a 
little more about Xander and look forward to watching him perform next month. If 
you see Xander in the halls make sure to say hello and congratulate him on being 
chosen for April’s spotlight!




